REMINTISCENCES OF MRS! FRANCRS SEVERIN, BURLINGTON, COLO,

We came to Nebhraska in 1872 and settled near Linwood, where my
mother's cousin, Jasob Xriz, Rhived. My father's name was Prank
Svoboda, The grasshoppers came that year, laid eggs and the pests
lasted several years, If one Jas not experienced this visitation, one
can have no idea of it, nor how soon all growing things wanish hefore
it. All products ware cheap, egge five cents per dosgen, butter also,
and vhen wheat brought 50 cent s per hushel, it pecmed 4 great deal, In
harvest the pay was fifty ecents per day., My oldar sister and I went to
Omaha, to find work a8 maids, My father dld not have mudh money and
did not ¥now how much Would need for the trip, When they were
taking ue across the Platte Rive f, Wa lacked twenty ents of paying our
fare, We 414 not I¥now English, and the agent would not give us
tickets, =0 the train left without us, We rememhered that a certain
Bohemian&cle 't lived in town se we asked him to lend us the money whieh
he did. My esister was seventeen and I fourteen, We set out inte an
un}m\own world, not knowing the lanmage and with n0 money, It mzy seem
a muall matter, but girle in a similar position some times come to a
traglc end, 1f thay fall into the hands of had people, We came to
Omaha on a freighkt train, which stopped at Tenth Street, 1 remambered
that fathe r had hought some provisions there and that ths person of
whom he hought them talked Geman, We triad that language on him and he
teld ue that he will call a Bohemian girl. ©he came amd took us wifh
her to a hotel and in a wesk we got work, I thought that girl was a
perfeot angel, T worked in Omaha five yaars, going home for harveat
to help my people., Then I worked in a ameller tewn and in 1879 marded 1
Alois Severinm who had a harnese ghep in Schuyler., The year 1880 was dry-"";

the crop outlook was bad and grasshoppe m plenty, Anothe r hamess




2
maker oame 0 towm 20 We moved to Stanten where in 1881 ws wore vigit ad
by & tornado. After nine years we moved (o0 a fam near Clarkcon., My
hughand begsi Lo suf for £rom fsthmn, 50 w2 went west, first to BUlnge,
Mostana, then we sAttlad on a howepntead here in Cdlorade . My hushand
m cursd of asthuwa, but shortly Iafter that £e1) 1ll of canecer and
aied.




